
Century-Old Inventions Answer Key 
 

1800s-1810s (Box 11) 
1800 Battery (invented by 

Count Volta) 
1805 Refrigerator 
1809 First electric light 

(invented by Humphrey Davy) 
1810 Tin can 
1819 First photograph 
1819 Stethoscope 

1820s & 1830s (Box 1) 
1824 Cement 
1824 Microphone 
1830 Sewing machine 
1835 Wrench 
1837 Postage stamp 

1840s & 1850s (Box 9) 
1841 Stapler 
1847 Antiseptics 
1848 Dentist chair 
1849 Safety pin 
1854 Fiber optics 
1857 Toilet paper 

1860s & 1870s (Box 7) 
1862 Plastic 
1867 Dynamite (invented by 

Alfred Nobel of the Nobel 
Peace Prize fame) 

1867 Typewriter 
1868 Traffic light 
1872 Mail order catalog (by 

A.M. Ward) 
1873 Barbed wire 
1878 Moving pictures 

1880s (Box 2) 
1884 Roller coaster (built at 

Coney Island, NY) 
1884 Cash register 
1886 Coca-Cola 
1887 Radar (by Henry Hertz) 
1887 Contact lenses 
1888 Deodorant 

1890s (Box 12) 
1890 Stop sign 
1891 Escalator 
1891 Rotary dial telephone 
1891 Ferris Wheel 
1892 Bottle cap 
1893 Zipper 
1897 Muffler 

1900s (Box 10) 
1900 Fly swatter 
1902 Teddy bear 
1903 Crayons 
1903 Windshield wipers 
1904 Tractor 
1906 Flush toilets 
1909 Television (first 

working model) 

1910s (Box 5) 
1912 Life Savers candy 
1913 Crossword puzzle 
1916 Tow truck 
1916 Stainless steel 
1916 Light switch 
1918 Torque wrench 
1919 Toaster 

1920s (Box 6) 
1921 Band-aid 
1923 Bulldozer 
1924 Cheeseburger 
1925 Masking tape 
1928 Ice cube tray 
1928 Bubble gum (originally 

called Blibber-Blubber) 
1929 Frozen foods 

1930s (Box 4) 
1930 Chocolate chip cookie 
1936 Phillips head 

screwdriver 
1937 Photocopier 
1937 Shopping cart 
1938 Teflon 
1938 Soft serve ice cream 

1940s (Box 3) 
1941 Aerosol spray can  
1942 Digital computer 
1943 Silly putty 
1947 Tupperware 
1949 Cake mix 

1950s (Box 8) 
1950 Pacemaker 
1951 Credit cards 
1957 Hula hoop 
1959 Barbie doll 
1958 Microchip 

 


